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_ Remarque, Erich Maria Appleton-Century-Crofts 
SPARK OF LIFE $3.75 


"The grim reality of the concentration camp is immortalized in this powerful 
and horrible book. What Remarque did for the German soldier of World War I he has 
done for the German political prisoner in the concentration camp of World War II. And 
throughout he seems to point a finger of warning - "You must not forget. This is the 
way it was. This is the way it might be again, whatever totalitarian power is given 
free rein." One feels, as one reads, that one simply can't and need not read more,. 
as the details made familiar to those who had the opportunity and the hardihood to 
see the concentration camp films come to life, in the story of the Veterans in "the 
Small camp" where men too far gone to work were left to die, and of the crematorium 
where the quota of bodies must be kept up to assignment, no matter what the means. 
Even here "the spark of life" made skeletons cling to ways and means of cadging that 
essential bit of food, that essential drive, to hold breath in life. "509", who had 
elected to have his name forgotten, and Berger, who wondered whether he could ever 
operate again, are the two whose story claims center stage, but in Bucher, who had 
youth, and Ruth, with whom he shared his crust through the barbed wire, lay the 
promise of a future which would hold memory but not only hatred,as they faced free- 
dom and fulfillment. Almost unrelieved by any modicum of humor, this is an amazing 
document, and with the tragic remnants of humanity, the reader goes through the days 
when the “enemy" were to prove the sole hope of release. It is a book which tears at 
one's sympathies and heartstrings, but it is a book which those who want to forget 
will find easy to bypass." (Repeated from P. 448 when scheduled for earlier publica- 


tion.) 
February 6 \“ 


Rooke, Daphne Houghton, Mifflin 
MITTEE $3.00 — 


Report repeated from page 303 of the June 15th bulletin, as follows. The 
title was postponed for Book of the Month Club selection and is reported here early 
since its dual choice for February falls within this issue's date lines. “A Grove 
of Fever Trees (1950) was laid in Zulu land,. 4ittee has for a background the Trans- 
vaal at the end of the 19th century when Boer and Outlander were joined in bloody 
struggles. But the two books have common ground in their sombre atmosphere of the 
wild storms of the mind, their untamed turbulence and their first person narration. 
Here it is Selina, whom God passes by while he lays his hand on Mittee, who tells of 
her passion for Paul and her love and hate for her mistress Mittee, who becomes Paul's 
wife. This triangle adds another side when English Dr. Basil, in his missionary 
gentleness and kindness, wins Mittee's real love and Paul's concentrated enmity. 
Through the drought, the uprisings of the Kaffirs when the men go on commando, and 
the violence of family and personal lives, Selina follows Mittee as Paul follows her, 
for Selina is the only one who knows the evil in him. War brings the choice to Mittee 
and it is to Dr. Basil and England she turns, while Selina is the means of Paul's 
destruction. Again the melodrama of brutish wildness and the intensity of unbalance 
which has for a contrast this time the more steadfast qualities of Mittee and Dr. 


Basil. Perhaps a wider market than before.” 
-663- 
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NO BIG GUNS- BUT SOME LONG SHOTS | 


Mark Derby's AFRAID IN THE DARK (Viking) offers some superior chiller thriller entertain- 
ent for escape recreation; Josephine Pinckney's MY SON AND FOE (Viking) has a suggestive @ 
phistication which will attract the discerning reader; JEFFERSON SELLECK by Carl Jonas 
Little, Brown) is the dual Book of the Month Club selection with MITTEE which assumes and 
sures a wider public than we would indicate otherwise; and Dymphna Cusack’s THE SUN IN 
“Y HANDS (Morrow) deals. emotionally and eloquent|y with the tragedy of tuberculosis. See 


elow for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
January 7 


Viking 
AFRAID IN THE DARK $3.00 


There's a quality in the telling of this rather macabre story that recalls the 

early Buchan. It has far more penetration than any definition or limitation as a manhunt 

would indicate, for throughout there's a double significance to the pattern of search. 

Derrex, superficially healed of the after effects of torture in a Japanese internment camp, | 
bears inner scars, uncontrollable fears that drive him to the edge of darkening madness. | 
In accepting the assignment of running down a vicious killer in the heart of Malaya, he | 
seeks to find himself as well. Sheer melodrama at times, at others an effectively tense | 
story of vengeance and regeneration, this is superb adventure. Only when the unreal ro- 

mance intervenes, the handling becomes inexpert for what is otherwise successful sus- 


pense for a dual market. 


Derby, Mark 


January 11 


Taibot, Katherine Putnam @ 
FIRE IN THE SUN $3.00 


A story of a possessive, destructive brother-sister relationship which culti- 
vates a rather deliberate melancholy and something of the pink and white mysticism of a 
preraphaelite circle of artists- in Cornwall. For Veronica, whose identity had always 
been absorbed by her older brother Everett, gifted, patronising, charming, has her first 
chance at a life of her own when she falls in love with Robert, a painter, and agrees to 
marry him. But when Everett realizes that Veronica's feeling for him is now subsidiary, 
he insinuates himself between Veronica and Robert- who is unable to escape his sphere 

of influence, and Veronica pays the price once again of submersion in the likeness and 
rilliance of her brother... La vie- not too boheme, but with a definite aura and a 


ertain unreality. 





Viking 


Pinckney, Josephine 
MY SON AND FOE $3.00 
Essentially this is as distinctive as its predecessors, Three O'Clock Dinner 

pnd Great Mischief, and proves conclusively that Miss Pinckney has not to date been typed. 

here Three O'Clock Dinner was a comedy of manners and Great Mischief a fantasy, this is 

» drama of human emotions against a backdrop of the Caribbean. The very glamor and un- 

eality of the island paradise seems to highlight the relentless march of tragedy in the 
onflict between two half brothers, the older one a misfit in a household where no one is 
oncerned with practical issues. The mother is passionate, impulsive, heedless; the step- 
ather, gifted, unstable, seems incapable of harnessing his talents; the half brother, a 

sort of Peter Pan character with a capacity for rather vicious playfulness, seeks only to @ 
hold the center of the stage and to make the outcast brother a figure of fun. Into this 
situation wanders a footloose engineer, a widower, who serves as a catalyst with dire re- 

sults. Before the storm breaks, various forces beyond his control have been set in motion 

ynich lead to catastrophe. There's an eerie sort of fascination in the setting, a sophis- 
ication and subtlety in the dialogue, an elusive emotionalism flecked by hidden tensions. 

ll im all, what might be a tour de force remains in the consciousness as an artistic 


chievement. 
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January 16 


Harper 


Dyer, Murray 
THE BRIDGE OF HEAVEN $3 .00, 
Fifty years of missionary life in Japan are the background for the story of 
a dedicated group whose lives are affected by the changing political atmospheres of the 
country. For Blane, Ridley, Randall and Poynter-Harris complement each other on their 
arrival, when they study the language and as they meet their first challenge - a flood 
whose destruction their efforts avert, and which wins them their first convert. Rid- 
ley forgoes religion for medicine and is instrumental of further admiration and respect 
in a large-scale fire; Randall's new American wife cannot dissuade him from his im- 
placable sense of duty and faith; rice riots and earthquake are further crucial events 
in their lives. And all the while, in spite of the loyal followers and friends they 
have won among the Japanese, there is the determined opposition to foreigners, at 
first hidden, later naked, as the Westerners and their ideas are suspect, among the 
military, whose Captain Yasuda becomes their nemesis. With Pearl Harbor and their 
imprisonment, their knowledge of their conquerors is of little avail, but with release 
and Randall's appointment as Bishop, at his death they are made aware that his true 
faith of "I Have Known” is the touchstone of belief. A novel of the spirit which sur- 
mounts the physical, political and national, this surveys a concentrated, often dra- 
matic, landscape of personal and emotional search and of foreign affairs. 


January 17 


Chavchavadze, Paul Doubleday 
MOUNTAINS OF ALLAH $ 
ge 

There's a pine-scented freshness to this story of a young Parisian widow of 
a hundred years ago who fled the stifling circumspection of her aunts' house to seek 
adventure- and romance- in the Caucasus. Her chance to escape involved "going into 
trade" with an old teacher, but Zoe did not care. She fell in love with Sasha, an 
officer and a noble, but a mad wife and a snobbish family intervened, though they 
could not override their love. Zoe became a governess for Sasha's cousin, Princess 
Tchavchavadze (an ancestor of the author) and while fulfilling this position, the 
Princess, Zoe, and the women and children of her household were kidnapped by a Moslem 
leader from the mountains. By then the Crimean War raged, and their ransom and re- 
lease were complicated. Zoe found her adventure tinged by many brutal experiences 
which matured her, while Sasha discovered that his love for her was strong enough 
to keep him from infidelities. Finally, the death of Sasha's wife and of the Czar 
who opposed his marriage to a Frenchwoman clear the way and Zoe is released through 
the intervention of a Moslem Prince.... A story with a far away fascination which 


is partially authentic and wholly absorbing. 


Doubleday _ 


Sampson, Georgianne 
THE KEY TO THE OTHER $3 J 
A tentative, tenuous exposure of a marriage which projects the sometimes 
irreconcilable relationships between men and women in the story of Libby and Peter 
Benedict. For Libby, who had been chosen by Peter- European born- for her innocence 
and submissiveness, is often restive in the uneasy, unequal relationship between then, 
resents the cold, continental code he imposes, and, while possessive, finds that she 
is often unpossessing. During an interlude while Peter is away, she has a short af- 
fair with an ex-GI who proves to be an alcoholic, and only after the break in her 
marriage does Libby find "the key to the other” and the recognition of a more mature 
love... Greenwich Village, some assorted marriages and ill-assorted lives, and a 
pervasive rather than incisive despondency for the story of a very wistful little 


girl lost. 
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January 23 


Cusack, Dymphna Morrow 
THE SUN IN MY HANDS $3.50 


* A second Australian novel (Come In Spinner ) which offers an intense love story, 
orojected against the shadow world of tuberculosis,with particular conviction and com- 
passion. For Bart, restless by nature, returns from the wars to resume what had only been 
a momentary relationship with Jan, and, when she is diagnosed as tubercular, knows for the 
first time the full meaning of his love for her. Assuming the financial responsibility 
for her care in a private sanitarium when no bed is otherwise available, Bart gives her 
also her one hope of recovery in his love for her. And in the setback she experiences, 
brought on by a casual infidelity with another woman, Bart feels only the bitterness of 
guilt rather than the resentment of her dependence which increases when she is sent home. 
Marrying her, so that he can take care of her, this follows the slow progression of the 
days while waiting for a vacancy in a state hospital, the weakening and worsening of the 
disease, and finally the admission to a hospital where Bart gets a job as orderly- to be 
near her, only to face the hopeless acknowledgement that she will die... While there may 
be little literary virtue here, this- in its portrayal of the long travail of illness 
ind the selfless devotion it elicits, is direct and touching in its emotional impact. 


January 24 


Davies, Rhys Doubleday 
MARIANNE $3 .00/$3=50 


The ever tantalizing theme of twins is here displayed in a dissimilar twin's 
ong campaign to revenge her sister's death. While Barbara was the bright, well adjusted 
laughter of the Treharnes, Marianne was the gossamer beauty who loved gaiety and it was 
she who secretly found a lover - a man who did not want her and who left her to die when 

ner baby was born. Barbara, with the clue of the man's name, seeks and finds Geoffrey 
Roberts, from the wrong part of their Welsh town, herds him into marriage and, after a 
sensual honeymoon in France, banishes him from her bed. Besides sex as a weapon, she 
uses every type of financial bondage, perverted argument and psychological warfare to 
urther her rapacious purpose of demoralization and ruination, and with his death feels 
herself free. The knowledge that she had destroyed the wrong man and the finding of the 
real father of the child send her to near madness and it is only the decision that the 
boy should be with his father that brings her.a chance for a rational future life. The 
insistent compulsion, the inhuman pursuit add a veneer of unpleasantness to a story 
deeply detailed in character and ‘area. 


January 30 


Rossi, Jean-Baptiste ve . Harper 
AWAKENING $3.00 
This story of a 28 year old nun's love for a 14 year old schoolboy (written by 
2 very young Frenchman of 17) will bear inevitable comparison to 7he evil in the Flesh, 
in its passionate portrayal of an adolescent's awakening. And while there may be many who 
cannot condone the moral and religious aspects here, there is both sincerity and purity to 
the handling of a young romance which was only sullied by the cynosure of the outside 
orld. For Denis, the boy, troubled by the process of maturation which also baffles his 
parents, is drawn toward the beautiful Sister Clothilde whom he meets by chance in a hos- 
pital. When their brief, broken meetings in the hospital become unbearable, Clothilde 
takes Denis to a friend's apartment in another part of Marseilles, and later the Allied 
invasion drives them to a farm where Clothilde discards her habit and inevitably shocks 
the villagers who inform the Mother Superior and Denis' parents. Clothilde is unfrocked, 
Jenis is sent to a strict military school, but nothing can destroy the innocent quality 
of this first love for all the censure it bears with it. A novel of great literary 
promise which extends a plea for understanding and charity which a discriminating audi- 
nee may well accord. 





e 
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January 31 





Jonas, Carl Little, Brown 
JEFFERSON SELLECK $3.50 











In diary form, this is the filibuster of a family man, middle-aged, middle- 
of-the-road, middle-western Jefferson Selleck, which in its verbatim record of a life 
circumscribed by the limitations and class-angled cliches of his background reflects 
the attitudes of an average American with something of the accuracy and anonymity of 
Babbitt. Bedridden with a coronary occlusion in his middle fifties, Jeff- with time 
on his hands and a certain uneasiness of mind- looks back on the decades of the first 
war and prohibition and the depression and the New Deal; his early love for Helen, 
and his marriage to Gertrude- a step upwards in background and breeding; the start 

of his own business and his interest in politics- Republican; the paternal gratifi- 
cation in Tinker, his daughter, and the disappointment in his son who became an 
artist; the comfortable country club life and the freedom from want, but not always 
from fear, as the uncertainty of the times shadowed his last years; etc. etc. In 
plain prose, this is a dossier animated by recognizability, by fallibility, and by 
sincerity, which achieves a portrait of an unremarkable but remarkably nice guy. 

Book of the Month Club co-selection for February with Mittee, this will be off to 

a start. 















BULL DOG, PRAIRIE DOG, HOT DOG 





December 14 












Campbell, John W., Jr. Shasta 
; CLOAK OF AESIR $3.00 


A panorama of the aeons which follow the departure of the rule of the Machine 
from the earth starts with the power of the Sarn Mother which is combatted by the first 
revolt of the human slaves, goes on to new visitors who continue the slavery while 
breeding for specific characteristics. And ends with the Mauns in complete control 

of all foreign secrets and their own freedom. Lots of baffle-plates here. 
















January 4 


Field, Peter Morrow } 
THREE GUNS FROM COLORADO $2 50 


Pat, escorted by Sam and Ezra, leaves the valley to buy a ranch in Arizona, 
and finds that his property becomes increasingly insubstantial when the deed is lifted, 
aman is killed, and the ranch is raided. Spotting his opponent from the start, but 
slowed down by the suspicion and antagonism of a neighbor, Pat eventually cleans up 
the area and clears his title... A timeless triumvirate triumphant. 


January 7 


Frost, Barbara Coward-McCann 
THE CORPSE DIED TWICE $2.75 


Another feather for the cap of lady insurance lawyer, Marka de Lancey, re- 
sults from her part in the solution of three deaths. Coney Island backgrounds the 
@ inheritance problems of the first corpse, the second and third lead to other ramifica- 
tions which end up in dope pushing, and a roller coaster catches the criminal and 


almost kills Marka. Chancy. 
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January 15 


Macmillan 


Bush, Christopher 
THE CASE OF THE CORNER COTTAGE $2.50 


Ludovic Travers, now owner of a detective agency, on a personal rather than an 


| academic problem, tracks down the killing of one of his operatives. The trails lead to 
an isolated cottage, a man in a mental home, a brunette (or is it a blonde?), a big time 
sporting figure - and jewels, and Travers writes a satisfactory denouement to a conscien- 


tiously untangled case. Slowpoke but solid. 
January 16 


Evans, Evan Harper 


* The outlandish operations of a con man, gone west, when jewel lifting in the 
east makes New York unseasonably hot and determines his intentions to reform. The shine 
of Duval's new "goodness" is rubbed off on Moose Creek where he settles old feuds, sets 
straight some young hellers, and breaks down the town's doll-eyed tease who had driven 
strong men to distraction for too long. Humor lends a definite dash to all of this. 


January 17 


Doubleday 


Mason, F. Van Wyck 
HIMALAYAN ASSIGNMENT $3.00 


Colonel Hugh North, Rover Boy of adventure-intrigue, continues his travelogue 


when the murder of an American Intelligence officer, assigned to a non-political scientif- 
ic expedition, sends him via Nepal through the important, Communist threatened buffer pro- 


tectorate of Jonkhar. Sniping, a landslide, an isolated kingdom, two women, murders and 
violence are part of his attempts to hold back the Red tide. Scenic. 


Upfield, Arthur W. Doubleday 
VENOM HOUSE $2.50 


The watery graves of Carlow, a butcher, and old Mrs. Answerth take Napoleon 
Bonaparte to the Answerth place known as Venom House, where the animosities and eccen- 
ricities of the Misses Answerth and the activities of their half-witted half-brother 
ngage attention and suspicion. A painstaking probe by Bony comes to a close when an 
insuccessful attempt to kill ricochets on the killer in a last reprisal. Old faithful. 


January 20 


Dutton 


West, Tom 
GUNSMOKE GOLD $2.50 


Of the frustrations of Tex Taylor, who had scrimped and saved for years towards 
h spread, only to lose it to the. big boy, who is of course the mustache twirler. A played 
but ghost mine which spouts gold mysteriously, a Wells-Fargo agent, and a stubborn girl 
somplete the cast which travels a trodden trail. 


January 22 


Macmillan 
DIPLOMAT'S FOLLY $2.50 
Old school tie and a new Chief Constable at odds when the Tabbard family is in- 
olved in the murder of a professional diplomat. Local and personal loyalties hamper the 
onstable's determined investigation but the knot is tightened with an old indescretion, 
current blackmailing and a younger generation's daredeviltry and bitterness. . 
efined and compact British bloodhounding. 


Wade, Henry 


Well- 


STRANGE COURAGE $2.50 \~ 


@ | 
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January 3 






























Dangerfield, George Harcourt, Brace 
THE ERA OF GOOD FEELINGS $6.00 


An historical and political perspective on the twelve year period which fol- 
lowed the peace treaty in 1814 to the War of 1812 and which- for all its “confusion 
and vigor of aspiration, uncertainty, division and ill will" was ironically known as 
the Era of Good Feelings. For the conclusion of the War of 1812, primarily caused by 
American land hunger and British opposition to American ambition, and the peace which 
was an acknowledgement of the maturity of the new nation, left an aftermath of mixed 
issues and no real leadership, and the presidency of Monroe at best personified an 
interim period. Here, in considerable detail, are the impulses and incidents which 
figured in the decade that followed; the increase in the velocity of the westward move- 
ment; the fervent nationalism of Andrew Jackson and the controversy he provoked; the a- 
grarian South and the question of slavery expressed in the angry argument of the Mis- 
souri Debates; the uneasy economy; the relationship with England and Canning's "flirta- 
tion" with the United States which was frozen by the Monroe Doctrine; the intrigues 
for the Presidency, and John Quincy Adams' succession- “an unsuccessful coda" to the 
Era of Good Feelings in which a great man, with the right motives, was found in the 
wrong place at the wrong time..... Based on impressive research, which is subdued in 
the interest of the handling, this is a far reaching analysis of a particular phase 
of our historical past, for the more serious reader in this field. 


January 15 


e Nicholl, Louise Townsend Dutton 
\ THE EXPLICIT FLOWER $2.75 


Serene, contemplative poems which have previously appeared in Zhe Saturday 
Review of Literature as well as review and poetry magazines. The quiet gentleness of 
nostalgia for things remembered with love mark the five sets of poems which celebrate 
brief illuminations in the author's experience - and oriole singing, the “tinted and 
slender" form of the mourning dove, a room at dawn, "footsteps fallen, leaves blown". 
There is a somber music in these, a blending and muting which is achieved through a 
fine craftsmanship and depth of feeling which never muddies the clarity of line and 
which creates some affecting and memorable poetry. 


Pope, Antoinette & Francois Macmillan 
A COOK'S QUIZ $2.50 


Some peripheral pointers for beginning- or more advanced- cooks which pro- 
vide, in question and answer form, information on the definition, uses, preparation 
and processes, as well as food value and care (refrigeration, etc.) of certain in- 
gredients and dishes. Leavening agents, sugars, eggs, cheeses, vegetables, salads, | 
yeast doughs and other pastry, poultry, meats, fish, preserves, etc. provide the | 
principal classifications and a dictionary of definitions is appended. There is much | 
here that the general cook book mistakenly assumes you may know, and this should — 
to obviate fiascos with its additional advice. 


) : Jenuery 16 2 (14 


@ Flexner, Abraham & Harper 
‘ Bailey, Esther S. FUNDS AND FOUNDATIONS $2.75 ~ 


A descriptive record of the great educational and philanthropic foundations, 
how they were established, what they have done, and what they are doing. The Freed- 
men's Bureau, the Peabody Fund, the General Education Boards, and the Rockefeller and 
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Carnegie Foundations (the latter in greater detail) are analyzed in terms of their funds, 
b appropriations, policies, personnel, and accomplishments, pointing to the conclusion that 
dueation has been the chief beneficiary, and that the use of funds is most effective when 
ideas precede gifts, ideas rather than projects.... Of special interest, chiefly to phil- 
anthropic organizations and university administrators. 


January 16 


Glueck, Sheldon & Eleanor Harper 
DELINQUENTS IN THE MAKING $3.00 / 


A shorter, simpler version of the findings of research published in Unraveling 

‘uvenile Delingquency(Commonwealth Fund-1950), this study of antisocial behavior was based 
on @ comparative unvestigation of 500 persistent delinquents and 500 non-delinguents of 
similar ages, ethnic and economic backgrounds, etc. Its chief conclusion is that there is 
no single cause for maladaptive behavior, and that the plurality of causes derives from 
any number of factors analyzed here; parental adequacy; education; family relationships, 
facilities for recreation; the stability of the home; the school status; traits of char- 
acter; etc. etc. And in closing, certain paths to prevention are indicated. An inter- 
esting study, for social welfare organizations, teachers and administrators, therapists, 
ete. in particular, and an absorbing dossier in itself. 


Greene, Robert S. Harper 
WRITING-FOR TELEVISION WRT ING $3.75 - 


An explicit how-to-do text for would-be television writers, this progresses 

from a general discussion of the medium to the specific elements involved in TV writing. 
Basic techniques of the visual-camera requirements and usages of the auditory-verbal and 
music essentials; the physical and dramatic bases of the script; the mechanisms involved © 
n the writing of the script and in its production as a telecast; the necessary knowledge 
of setting an opening scene, transitions, flashbacks, middles and endings; all are ex- 
mined, and illustrated, in detail so that a complete script may be analyzed in view of 
this previous instruction. There is a chapter on nondramatic programs, a glossary, 
bibliography and index and the whole should help to clarify the thought and theory behind 
his specialized type of writing for those who wish to increase their creative flexibility 
in original work. Classroom and reference shelf primarily. 





Langer, William L. and Gleason, S. Everett Harper 
CHALLENGE TO ISOLATION $7.50 


This is an account of American foreign policy from 1937 to 1940 and the steps 
and changes that marked its tortuous path from isolation to the end of neutrality. As 
scholarly and searching historians, the authors have turned out an exhaustive, analyti- 
cal rather than interpretative study of U.S. relations,both collective and on the part 
of individual statesmen,awith the rest of the work from the days of Munich through ap- 
peasement, the crises and conflagrations in Europe, Russia and the Far East, up to 
Roosevelt's detroyer bases deal and the virtual snuffing of the last isolationist flick- 
er. Fortunate and enlightening access to such papers as State Department documents, 3 
the president's own files and more has made the volume an extremely well founded expose. 4 
The work is unimpassioned. Over and above a general dispensation towards all that Mr. 
Roosevelt did to further internationalism, there is logical criticism of his often slip- 
shod procedural methods and impulsive behaviour as well as the unflinching use of an 
ex-ray method in the discussions of all developments. Five years in preparation and a 
che first in a series of volumes, this will be of excellent value as a deep study of Be 
the period and a needed collation of old and new material. @ os 
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January 17 


Tobey, Charles Doubleday 
RETURN TO MORALITY $2.00 


Meetin' house admonitions with a Yankee flavor in which Senator Tobey's very 
own crusade of righteous indignation is successfully delivered from TV to tue printed 
page. Beginning with generous excerpts from condensed versions of the Third Interim 
Report of the Kefauver Crime Committee, Senator Tobey makes his indictment of the dis- 
graceful prevalence of organized crime in this country with reference to the shady 
machinations of such as O'Dwyer, Costello, Samish, Clancy and their merry men. Then 
follows a series of trumpet blasts at "loose morality" - gambling, divorce, lax 
standards in child rearing, etc. - and a final plea for a return to a disciplined 
code of conduct for all Americans, on whose shoulders must rest the responsibiiity 
for crime tolerance. This return to morality means a return to religion and God 
according to the Senator whose "straight line” solution, insisted upon during each 
breathing space in the Crime Committee investigations, was, fortunately or unfor- 
tunately, considered somewhat of a novelty at the time. An appealing thesis, un- 
doubtedly, but better handled in deeper and more thoughtful detail by clergymen and 
sociologists, in whom the suspicious aura of opportunism is not so apparent. 


Mayer, Herbert C. Farrar, Straus & Young 
NEW FOOTPRINTS OF THE TROJAN HORSE $1.75 


A propagandist piece, in free verse, which agitates with a certain martial 
insistence against the Communist clear and present danger and which synthesizes the 
threat of the Soviet in some 90 pages of militant verse. From tutelaries Marx and 
Lenin and Stalin, to the pattern of Red conquest across Europe, and the danger from 
within here, from the Party to the Politburo, this sounds an aux armes- cityoyens 
with a jingoistic zeal. Consider yourselves alerted. 


Preston, George H., M.D. Rinehart 
SHOULD I RETIRE? $2.50 


Believing that a happy retirement, whether voluntary or obligatory, is a 
question of personality rather than income, Dr. Preston discusses the attitudes which 
lead toward happiness or unhappiness, as well as contributory considerations. Why we 
work (the satisfactions which exceed a livelihood) and why we overwork; the content- 
ment, confidence and security which are essential to the retired man; outside inter- 
ests and activities; women and single people; physical health and infirmity; your 
relationship to your children; and your finarcial status- these all play their part 
in determining the type of life you will lead. The increasing number of men and 
women reaching the age of 65 and over provides a potential public. 


January 21 


Tyrrell, G. N. M. Dutton 
MAN THE MAKER $2.75 


In an appeal to intellectual man to free himself from the limits of sense 
perception- the basis of all scientific reasoning and hence civilization's picture of 
reality- Tyrrell urges a looking at the works of man from the viewpoint of the non- 
specialist, partially legitimizing extra sensory perception. His method is to ex- 
amine the process of evolution as manisfested in the human mind and the way it inter- 
prets reality through science and philosophy. We are, he says,instinctively tied to 
@ causal way of thinking. The deep specialization to which this has lead modern 
science narrows rather than broadens the outlook. It is necessary to gain perspec- 
tive, on modes of thought and of action by becoming separated from the vast accumu- 
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lations or knowledge, examining what may be concurrent rather than causal patterns of 
relationships and by questioning the validity of totally sensory explanations. Discussed 

with the clarity of serious thinking, ‘lyrrell's work is a pithy call to unshackled mental- ta 
‘\y and a revolutionary orientation of the individual towards the universe and his kind, @ 


v 


even though his reliance on the possibilities of the occult may draw criticism from 
various sources. 


January 21 


Wilson, John Harold Pellegrini & Cudahy 
NELL GWYNE: ROYAL MISTRESS $4.00 


The spicy-tongued little Covent Garden orange girl who became the Restoration's 
most celebrated strumpet and held a king's wandering attention for 17 years struts across 
these pages once again with the customary flounce. Born in the filth of London's worst 
slums, Nell rose far and fast- first to leading parts in the prosperous King's Company 
of actors, then to the arms of Charles II. Competition was strong, the king's treasurer 
none too open-handed, and Nell's low origin of no assistance, but she succeeded in gain- 
ing recognition and respect and finally won a dukedom for her oldest, surviving son. 

The Restoration with its immoral, impertinent fascination- and its leading lady are 
carried over and carried on with exuberance. 


January 24 


Scudder, Kenyon J. Doubleday 
PRISONERS ARE PEOPLE $3.00 


A record of a courageous, humane, and rewarding experiment which points the 
way to a new orientation in prison work and the regenerative results possible, based on 
Warden Scudder's experience in the new prison at Chino, California, which was set up in @ 
1940. Determined to head a minimum security prison, Scudder did away with fences, watch 
towers and armed guards, selected his personnel with care, and handpicked his prisoners 
from San Quentin who were given a freedom within walls based on trust and responsibility. 
Here are all the aspects of prison life in Chino; the food- much of which they raised 
themselves; their part in the war effort, canning beef for the Army, and in the forestry 
camp nearby; the educational and trade training program which prepared the men for a 
more secure, economic future; the recreation, which included parties at the Scudders' 
house; the occasional infractions (sex, liquor, benzedrine) and the few escapes, less 
than the anticipated percentage; etc. etc.... A story of progressive penology which re- 
flects the confidence, and the conviction of a man who believed in his methods and his 
men, with warm interest. | 
January 25 


Browne, Douglas G. Dutton 
& Tullett, E.V. THE SCALPEL OF SCOTLAND YARD $5 .00 
The Life Story of Sir Bernard Spilsbury 


A professional rather than a personal biography, this still has a wide appeal in 
its true crime background. For Bernard Spilsbury, not particularly outstanding through his 
youth and school years, became a household word with his medical evidence in the Crippen 
case. His rise was unspectacular but his ability for close scrutiny, for pathological in- | 
terpretation, his thoroughness and enormous background in post-mortems, made of him an in- 
fallible witness whose testimony was incorruptible. His career is backgrounded in a survey 
of the medical-criminal scene, which had been stigmatized before his time, in the steps : 
that led him to his fame during his lifetime, in the passion for detail and exactitude 
that marked his medical progress at St. Mary's and as a collaborator with the C.I.D.,and | q 
is fully explained in the detailed examination of the cases in which he gave evidence, 
both from court and the personal records he kept. Everything from poisonings, knives, 
guns, fire, dismemberings and trunk murders, on to the rare, motiveless and causeless 
crimes are part of his dossier and the whole is a factual reccrd of the unshakable power 
of medical science in criminal cases. Practially a "must" for the serious follower of 
true detection. 
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January 29 


Greef, Adele Macmillan 
LOVE'S ARGUMENT $2 .50 


A witty turn of mind and a crystalline phrasing characterize this group of 
brief, skillful poems. An "expert interventionalist" between living a life and having 
a life, the poet writes of love, of natural and eternal harmonies of which love is the 
essence. In All Useful and the title poem there is a joyous acceptance of the vortex 
of cosmic attraction, a yielding to the sea-and-shore free communion of love, the 
harmony of the "laughing structure" of the earth. In the sonnets also the poet com- 
municates a buoyant, early morning exhilaration, yet the structure of each poem is 
tight and firm, the phrasing precise and smooth. WNice, neat - these poems have a 
lyrical movement and ease of image which rescues them from the stigma of "feminine 
minutiae". However, this is a book distinctly for a special poetry audience. 


Nevins, Allan & Ss Ais Macmillan 
Thomas, Milton Halsey- Eds. ji 4 Vols .$35 .00 
THE DIARY OF GEORGE TEMPLETON STRONG 


As a New York lawyer and an intelligent, cultured man, the notes George 
Templeton Strong kept of his life and times between 1835 and 1875 merit historian 
Allan Nevins’ introductory comment- "a sweeping panorama of social and political 
change". Beginning with his days as an undergraduate at Columbia College, Strong 
continued his diary through law school, and includes comments on New York's political 
machinery, the emotional problems of his friends, the issues of the Civil War, court 
trials and their political and psychological manifestations, the presidency and the 
assassination of Lincoln, and so forth until his death, brought on by not too sur- 
prising overdoses of work and the attempt to indulge in every activity that came 
his way forty years later. This bulk of writing, clear and quite polished almost 
in its entirety, is full to brimming with Pepysianly humorous. probing and all en- 
compassing observations of a man whose interests ranged from Herodotus to engineer- 
ing, from the price of wheat to a mistress' love letters. Strong moves through 
nineteenth century life in New York and New England with a zest and breadth that 
makes his description of it valuable source material and a decidedly refreshing 
douse from the sea of history. Nevins and Taylor have added many helpful and guid- 
ing editorial notes to breach gaps and make the necessary enlightenments. As a 
collector's item, it should be of interest to many in spite of its size and price. 


January 30 


Kates, George N. Harper 
THE YEARS THAT WERE FAT $3 .50.— 


A knowing and loving record of the seven "fat" years, from 1933 to 1940, 
which George Kates spent in Peking, where he established a Chinese household, learned 
and spoke the difficult language (and calligraphy), and where he cultivated a know- 
ledge of the city and people with curiosity and containment. And in his portrait 
of Peking, he recaptures the composure and tranquillity and beauty of the Orient, 
interprets here the unceasing life of the city past and present; the shops and street 
spectacles and ceremonies; the Forbidden City and the Imperial. Lakes and gardens; 
the hills and temples; the caste and character and conduct of the Princely Men and 
the Little Men; the calendar and the concept of time; the spoken word and the written 
word; etc. ete.... An applique of descriptive detail wrich is pictorial, at times 
lyrical, this reveals an intimate, precise knowledge of the city- and in turn- the 
country. 
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January 30 


Vestal, Stanley Harper | 
QUEEN OF COW TOWNS, DODGE CITY $3.50 @ | 


The whoop-it-up era of a frontier, pioneer town is given colorful portrayal | 
as its boom years are closely chronicled. From its military days as Fort Dodge, through | 
the stories of the Indian fighters and frontiersmea and scouts, on to the coming of the 
mule skinners, gamblers, railroaders, merchants, gunfighters and marshals, it is a swag- 
gering, sometimes wicked, often heroic tale. For the old rough days produced their own 
drama whether it had to do with the big trail drives, or the Dull Knife Raid, or the ex- 
citement of the dance halls and their notorious women, or the adventures of horse thieves 
and vigilantes. And there are the famous marshals - Bat Masterson, Wyatt Earp - ard «..¢ 
fame 01 Luke Short. Here are guns and long horns, scoundrels and sinners, the loss of 
the open range and the eventual loss of a doublebarrelled reputation. For that market 
which likes its West factual, this is the dish. Illustrated. 


January .?? 


Cowles, Fleur Random House 
BLOODY PRECEDENT $3.00 


Fleur Cowles, the instigator and former editor of Flair, heats up the hot topic 
of the Peron regime in Argentina. In the first of two parts, she attempts to explain the 
historical climate which facilitated Peron's present day rise to power in turning back to 
the bloody dictatorship of Juan, and his wife Encarnacion, Rosas, which spattered Argen- 
tina at the turn of the 19th century. With this as his political background, Peron, in- 
telligent, physically hardy (he was raised on a ranch in Patagonia) and as dependent on 
Evita as Juan Rosas was on Encarnacion, was catapulted to a high position. Factually, @ 
the coverage seems complete, if personal in its interpretation. And from the slaughter 
house riots to the squelching of Gainza Paz to Evita's low-voiced deification of her hus- 
band to the lusciously bejewelled orchid brooch she wore at the meeting between Fleur and 
Evita, there is an ummistakable mood of the lure of the sordid and the bizarre and the 
opulent. Mrs. Cowles seems to croon, “Oooh, how delightfully evil it is in Argentina”. 
Even if the reader is ignorant of Mrs. Cowles’ own similar rise to recognition, he may 
begin to wonder at her unconscious admiretion of Argentina's dictators. As a voice from 
the grave of the recently dead- of vivid memory- magazine, the book“should receive a 
Peck's bad boy press and a curlosity-motivated public. 


ONE TOO LATE 


The Library of Great Painters Harry N. Abrams 
DEGAS - With an Introduction by Daniel Catton Rich $10.00 


This recent addition to this noteworthy art series, is most ably introduced 
by the Director of The Art Institute of Chicago as he explores, defines, interprets and 
describes the development of Degas and his art. And again each of the 50 full color 
reproductions, tipped in by hand, is accompanied by explanatory text while 19 mono- 
chromes illustrate the introduction. A highly commendable accomplishment in the field 
of art book publishing, this volume also rates a MUST. (Publ.) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES. IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 
640 Feikema, Feike- THE GIANT- definite price is $3.95 (Doubleday) ; ] | ( 
516 Pertchik, B. & H.- FLOWERING TREES OF THE CARIBBEAN- from 10/25 to 12/15 (Rinehart) | 

642 MacMahon, Bryan- CHILDREN OF THE RAINBOW- from 1/7 to 2/29 (Dutten) 

649 Vickers, Roy- MURDER IN TWO FLATS- the publisher is M.S. Mill, not Lippincott 

658 Gruenberg, 5.M-- Ed. - OUR CHILDREN TODAY- definite date 1/25 (Viking 


558 Leyda, J.- Ed. + THE PORTABLE MELVILLE- definite date 1/25 (Viking) 





